POCAHONTAS COUNTY, WV

Photobook

800.336.7009 - www.NaturesMountainPlayground.com




Cass Scenic
Railroad

Not much has changed during the past 100 years in the
town of Cass. Listed on the National Register of Historic
Places, you can still visit the old company buildings and

country store. Climb aboard the Cass Scenic Railroad,
which uses a fleet of vintage Shay steam locomotives to
transport you to the restored logging camp, Whittaker
Station. After your return trip to Cass, grab your bike and
start out biking the 78-mile Greenbrier River Trail.

- Steam locomotives use switchbacks to transport

passengers up an 11% grade

- Two-hour excursions to Whittaker Station or
four-hour excursions to Bald Knob or Spruce
- Many themed excursions held throughout the year

www.cassrailroad.com - (800) CALL WVA

Durbin & #_{; -: ” g
Greenbrier Valley
Railroad

All aboard! Pocahontas County is home to several trains
that used to haul lumber off the mountains in the late
1800s and early 19th century. These days, they mostly
haul tourists. You can catch a ride on the Durbin Rocket
Excursion Train that passes through the heart of the
Monongahela National Forest along the Greenbrier River.
These train rides give a whole new meaning to taking the
“scenic route”.

Durbin Rocket Excursion Train

- Powered by a Climax #3 steam engine built in 1910
- 10-mile, 2-hour excursion

www.mountainrail.com - (877) MTN-RAIL

Location #1 on County Map

Please refer to Group Tour sheet
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Ncational Radio
Asironomy
Observatory

Get your science fix and view some amazing pictures of
the final frontier . . . space! The Robert C. Byrd Green Bank
Telescope and National Radio Astronomy Observatory
(NRAO) nestled in our mountains looks way out of place,
but it’s actually in the perfect spot for producing images

of celestial bodies. Oh, and that non-existent cell phone
service you're experiencing — they might have something
to do with that!

f Ultrav

- World’s largest fully maneuverable radio telescope
- 485 feet tall

- Weighs 17 million pounds

- Guided tours

- Café and gift shop

- Star Lab and High Tech tours

www.gb.nrao.com - (304) 456-2150

Location #3 on County Map
Please refer to Group Tour sheet

Artisan Co-Op

Shop for locally made, Appalachian pieces
of art and unique crafts. Meet the artisans,
see demonstrations.

Location #4 on County Map

Please refer to Group Tour sheet



Snowshoe Mountiain

During the summer months, Snowshoe’s 11,000 acres provide

S

nearly endless opportunities for outdoor recreation — and because

of its mountain locale, the resort enjoys cool temperatures and little

or no humidity. Home to the Raven Golf Club, one of the country’s
top-rated resort courses — and designed by Gary Player himself
— Snowshoe is the perfect combination of luxury and adventure.

Weekends are highlighted by great family-friendly events, including
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the legendary Fire on the Mountain Chili Cook-off, and other favorites
like Blues, Brews and BBQ, and Taste of the Mountain Food, Wine
and Jazz Festival. Those looking to get an adrenaline fix will love

Snowshoe’s Bike Park, and full line of rental equipment for downhill
and cross-country biking enthusiasts. The only problem at Snowshoe
in the summer is choosing which activity to try next!

Fun In The Sun
- Miles of hiking and biking trails

- Adventure activities like Green Zebra off-road adventures

- Motorcycle destination/rendezvous

- Snowshoe Bike Park

- Mountain events
- Raven Golf Club — a Top 50 resort course
- Shavers Lake and beach area

- Canoe and kayak rentals

- Scenic lift rides

Location #5 on County Map
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Pocahontas
County Opera
House

The Opera House is Pocahontas County’s premier
performing arts center. An intimate venue with seating
for about 250, the historic Opera House is part of the

West Virginia Historic Theatre Trail. Its annual performance

series brings more than a dozen performances on its
stage each year, ranging from bluegrass to jazz, folk to
musical theatre, and everything in between. The Opera
House also hosts a variety of community events, from
open jam sessions to family movie nights.
Pocahontas County Opera House
www.pocahontasoperahouse.org - 304.799.6645

Allegheny Echoes

The Allegheny Echoes has become a much followed
celebration of music, culture and heritage in the
Appalachians. Here, students join accomplished and
honored performers for a week of instruction and
camaraderie. Creative writing, dulcimer, banjo, and
mandolin instruction as well as music development are
taught. The students perform on Thursday evenings at
the Pocahontas County Opera House in Marlinton to a
standing room-only crowd, only to be outdone by the
instructors’ concert the next evening.

Allegheny Echoes, June 19 - 25, 2011
www.alleghenyechoes.com - 304.799.7121

Location #6 on County Map
Please refer to Group Tour sheet
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Historical
Landmarks

Back in 1909, an opera house was actually built in the town

of Marlinton and was the cultural hub of the county. Today, you
can still see a great show there. Pulitzer Prize winning author
Pearl S. Buck was also born in our county, and her homeplace
is open for tours.

Pocahontas County Opera House

- Year-round entertainment

- Victorian building with reinforced concrete walls;
first of its kind built in West Virginia

- On the list of National Register of Historic Places

www.pocahontasoperahouse.org - 304.799.6645

Pearl S. Buck Birthplace

- New Moon Festival in early October

- First American woman awarded both the Pulitzer Prize
and the Nobel Laureate for Literature for her novel
The Good Earth

- Museum open for tours May through October

www.pearlsbuckbirthplace.com - 304.653.4430

Pocahontas County Historical Museum

- Celebrating 50 years of showcasing Pocahontas history
- Special collections

- Museum open daily during the summer and fall months
304.799.6659

www.pocahontashistorical.org

Locations #7 & 8 on County Map
Please refer to Group Tour sheet
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Z/‘a/ /\5 . a/ 5_? Who doesn’t like a waterfall? And we have not one...not two...

ML(C/[ More. but three waterfalls you can tour at Falls of Hills Creek! Make
sure to bring your camera and go at mid-day when the sun is

CHANBERKY “" AiN highest in the sky.
NATURE CENTER
ikl Fred il - 3 waterfalls: 25, 45 and 63-foot drops
- Accessible path to the upper falls only
- Complete trip takes about an hour

Cranberry Glades
Where can you find insect-eating plants, wild orchids and a
great boardwalk from which to take it all in? Only at one of

4 ]
Monongqhela : F . . : '. b — : the most unusual bog areas found this far south — Cranberry

Glades. The glades are a unique ecosystem of 750 protected

Nationql ForeSt . i s T8 e : - - acres that preserves over 60 unique plant species.

- Largest area of bogs in West Virginia
- Over 60 unique plant species

Pocahontas County contains more than a third of the 900,000-
- Half-mile, handicap accessible, observation boardwalk

acre Monongahela National Forest. That’s huge! It also means that

you have everything from 60-foot waterfalls to scenic overlooks to  Cranbery MountainjNature Genter withjexhibit hal

. . " . " and audio visual programs
unique ecosystems just waiting for you to explore, in addition to all prog

the other recreation and lodging opportunities normally offered.
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- Hundreds of miles of trails and back roads

- Camping, mountain biking, fishing, wildlife

- Visitor center and ranger station on the
Highland Scenic Highway

- Cross-country skiing and snowmobiling on
the Highland Scenic Highway

Attractions

- Cranberry Glades Botanical Area

- Cranberry Mountain Nature Center
- Cranberry Backcountry

- Cranberry Wilderness Area

- Highland Scenic Highway

- Falls of Hills Creek

www.fs.fed.us/r9/mnf

Location #9 on County Map
Please refer to Group Tour sheet




Droop Mountain
State Park

Calling all Civil War aficionados and those of you who
just want to learn a little: Droop Mountain was the site of
the last significant battle of the Civil War fought in West
Virginia. If you’ve been touring the Civil War Discovery
Trail that links more than 300 historic sites in 16 states,
then you can mark this one off your list!

- 285-acre park

- Museum and lookout tower

- Exhibits, Conferderate earthworks, artifacts

- Picnic area, hiking trails and children’s play areas
- Reenactments held on even-numbered years

www.droopmountainbattlefield.com - (304) 653-4254

Location #10 on County Map
Please refer to Group Tour sheet
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Civil War
Landmarks

The Civil War has often been referred to as a war of

brother against brother and father against son. No other
state serves as a better example of this than West Virginia,
where there was relatively equal support for the northern
and southern causes. During the Battle of Scary Creek, a
Confederate soldier supposedly saw his brothers fighting

on the other battle lines, decided he was in the wrong place,
and changed sides on the spot.

The Civil War Discovery Trail links more than 300 sites in
16 states to inspire and teach the story of the Civil War.
The Trail includes battlefields, historic homes, railroad
stations, cemeteries and parks. The Trail is an initiative of
The Civil War Trust, in partnership with the National Trust
for Historic Preservation, the National Park Service, state
agencies and local communities.

Civil War Sites in the Region

- Staunton-Parkersburg Turnpike - Battle of Lewisburg
- Camp Allegheny - Dry Creek Battle

- Droop Mountain - Cheat Summit Fort
- Rich Mountain Battlefield

Location #10 on County Map
Please refer to Group Tour sheet
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Contact the Group Coordinators at groups@pocahontascountywv.com
or ask for the Group Coordinators at 800.336.7009

Pittsburgh

To Cleveland

To Columbus

To Columbus

To Baltimore
To Cincinnati

To Washington, D.C.

Huntington

Beartown - __ ._ g Tt
State Park 5 7

To Richmond

& Norfolk
Beartown is one of those places that’s so unusual and
beautiful, you just have to see it for yourself. Often
described as the “town of rocks”, follow the boardwalk Roanoke
system that takes you through Beartown’s “sunken
streets” to view the massive boulders that seemingly grow To Raleigh/
right out of the earth. Come see what a whole Iot of time Greensboro
and pressure has done to these amazing rock formations! To Charlotte
» 107-acre park known for unusual sandstone Pocahontas County is located From the South From the East
rock formations . P~ i : in the mid-eastern section of Via |-77 and 1-64, take Lewisburg, Via I-81, take Route 55, Rt. 33, Route 250
- Boardwalk access through entire park 11 5 ' L West Virginia. Only a few hours Route 219 N. or White Sulpher or Route 39 into West Virginia.
- Interpretive signs to explain ecology ! Mg ¢ from major metropolitan areas, Springs, Route 60/92 N.
the county is easily accessible From the West
- o : : =l from all directions via nearby From the North Via |-64, continue east on WV Turnpike
www.beartownstatepark.com - (304) 653-4254 3 e o interstate highways. Via I-79, take the Weston, Route 33 and |-64. Take Lewisburg, Route 219 N.
i W . exit and proceed east to Elkins and or White Sulpher Springs, Route 60/92 N.
then south on Route 219. Via I-64 at Beckley, travel north on Route

19, then east on Route 39/55 via Richwood.
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